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In the Stalinist period, photographers in the Soviet Union provided only a very reduced
sample of pictures of rural life. After the departures of Soviet avant-garde photography in the
1920s, photography had to become a weapon in the class war and struggle for building
socialism. The visual icons by the famous Soviet photographers of the Stalinist period
present the kolkhoz village exclusively as a place of progress, well-being and education.

In the context of this “poverty of images”, a photo album with pictures made during an
ethnographic expedition under the aegis of the Moscow Academy of Science to the Russian
Central Black Earth Region 500 km southeast of Moscow in the summer and autumn of 1952
provides a unique insight into everyday kolkhoz life in the post-war years. Yet, this research
project of the Moscow Institute of Ethnography too, was framed by the norms and values of
the late Stalinist period.

The talk aims at analysing different visual narratives dealing with the Soviet kolkhoz village in
late Stalinism and placing the photographs from the 1952 kolkhoz expedition to the Voronezh
region within the visual norms of their time.

B nouckax mHauBmayanbHoctn? ®dotorpadmm aTHorpadmyecKknx akcneauumm m
BU3yarnibHasi penpeseHTauus nocreBoeHHOW COBETCKOWN AepeBHU

Ynbpuke XyH, bpemeH

B cranuHckmn nepuog dhotorpadel B Cosetckom Coro3e MPUOTKPbIBann TOMbKO OY€Hb
HebOoMbLUYHO YacTb BCEN KapTUHbI AePEBEHCKOM XU3HK. [locne yxoga oT 00pa3oB COBETCKON
aBaHrapgHoun dotorpadumn 20-x rogos, dpotorpacma ctana opyxmem B KriacCoBOW BOWHE U
bopbbe 3a cTpouTenbCTBO coumanuama. BuayanbHble un30bpaxeHusa, caenaHHble
3HAaMEHUTBIMW COBETCKUMU hoTorpapamm CTanmHCKOro nepuoaa, NokasbiBalT KOMXO3HYHO
OEPEeBHI0 UCKITIOUYNTESNBHO Kak MeCTO nporpecca, 6bnarococtosiHus u obpasoBaHus.

B KoHTekcTe aTon «begHocTn obpasoB» ¢oToanbbom ¢ doTorpadusmmn, caenaHHbIMU BO
Bpemsi aTHorpadmdeckon akcneguumm nog armgon Mockosckon Akagemun Hayk B 500
KnnomMmeTpax K Horo-Boctoky oT MockBbl netoMm M oceHbto 1952 roga B pOCCUMIACKOM
LEeHTpanbHOM YEepHO3EMHOM pPEervoHe, OAaeT YHMKanbHbIA B3rns4 Ha NOBCEOHEBHYH KU3Hb
KOmnxo3a B MOCNEBOEHHble rodbl. XOTA 3TOT uMccrefoBaTenbCkuin nNpoekT MOoCKOBCKOro
WHCTUTYTa 3THOrpadum Takke 6Gbin co3gaH B COOTBETCTBUM C HOPMamu U LEHHOCTSMU
NO3AHEero CTariMHCKOro nepuoaa.

MaBHasi 3aa4a COCTOUT B TOM, YTOObI NPOaHann3MpoBaTh pasHble BU3yarbHble HappaTKBbl
COBETCKOWN KONXO3HOW AePeBHU B 3MOXy NO3AHEro CTanuHuaMa U paccMoTpeTb coTorpacum



n3 akcneguumm, coctosBwenca B 1952 rogy B BOpOHEXCKOM permoHe, B CBA3M C
BM3yarbHbIMW CTaHA4apTaMu TOro BpEMEHM.
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From the Album “Russian Ethnographic expedition 1952. Voronezh region”. “Kolkhoznik of the Karl Marx
kolkhoz, F.1. Markin with his daughter”. NA IEA RAN.



